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 After his trial, Roman soldiers made Jesus 

carry His own cross. He was led out of the city to 

be crucified while a large crowd followed. Many 

were glad that Jesus was going to be crucified, but 

there were also those who were sad and crying for 

Jesus. 



        Jesus, who was weak from being whipped, 

fell down under the weight of the heavy cross. The 

soldiers grabbed a man in the crowd whose name 

was Simon of Cyrene. They forced him to carry 

Jesus’ cross the rest of the way. 



        They led Jesus out of the city to a place called 

Golgotha (which means place of the skull.) Jesus, 

along with two theives were nailed to their crosses. 

Jesus was on the middle cross with the two 

criminals on each side of him.  



        Many who passed by said mean things to 

Jesus. They shook their heads and said, “You told us 

that you would destroy the temple and rebuild it in 

three days. If you really are the Son of God come 

down from the cross and save yourself.” 

        Later, the soldiers divided Jesus’ clothes among 

themselves. Jesus’ inner garment was too valuable 

to rip up so they cast lots for it. 



        One of the criminals who was also being 

crucified joined in with those insulting Jesus. “Aren’t 

you the Messiah?” he said. “Save yourself and us!”      

        But the other criminal rebuked him saying, “We 

are being punished for our crimes, but this man has 

done nothing wrong.”  

        Then he said, “Jesus, when you come into your 

Kingdom, please remember me.” Jesus replied back, 

“I tell you the truth. Today you will be with me in 

paradise.” 



 At noon, darkness came over the land until 

three o’ clock in the afternoon. 

        At that time, Jesus called out in a loud voice, 

“My God, my God why have you forsaken me?” 

Then Jesus exclaimed, “Father, into your hands I 

commit my spirit.” Then, Jesus took his last breath 

and died.  

 When this happened, there was an earthquake 

and the veil of the temple tore from top to bottom. 



 After he saw all these things, a Roman 

centurion standing nearby was frightened and 

said, “Surely this was the Son of God.” 

 

  



        The religious leaders didn’t want the three 

men to remain on their crosses during the Sabbath 

day. So, as evening approached, Pilate gave 

permission to the soldiers to break the legs of those 

who were crucified. They did this so that they 

would die quickly. 

         However, Jesus had already passed. One of 

the soldiers thrust his spear into Jesus’ side just to 

make sure he was dead. 



        There was a man who was a member of the 

Jewish counsel whose name was Joseph of 

Aramethea. He was a good and upright man.  

He went to Pilate and asked permission to bury 

Jesus in an empty tomb that he owned. So, Pilate 

agreed to give him the body of Jesus. 

        Joseph took Jesus’ body, wrapped it in a linen 

cloth, and took it to his tomb that had been cut in 

the rock. 



        After they placed Jesus in the tomb, they 

rolled a large stone over the entrance.  

         The Pharisees remembered Jesus’ words: 

“After three days I will rise again.” So, they asked 

Pilate to post soldiers at the tomb and guard it. 

They were afraid His disciples might try to come 

and take His body. 



 Three days later, on the first day of the week, 

while it was early in the morning, there was a 

violent earthquake. An angel of the Lord came 

down from heaven and rolled away the stone that 

was covering the tomb.  

        His appearance was as bright as lightning, and 

his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so 

afraid that they ran off. 



 On that same day, a group of women who had 

been followers of Jesus set out for the tomb. They 

were bringing spices and oils to anoint His body. 

They were asking one another how they would be 

able to roll back the heavy stone covering the 

tomb. 



 When the women arrived at the tomb they 

noticed that the large stone had already been rolled 

away. As they entered the tomb they saw the angel 

and were frightened. 

        The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 

know that you are looking for Jesus who was 

crucified. He is not here. He has risen just as He 

said He would. Come and see the place where His 

body lay.” 



 The angel continued, “Now go quickly and 

tell his disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead and 

is going ahead of you into Galilee.’” 



 So, the women hurried from the tomb. They 

were afraid, but also filled with joy. As they were 

running to tell the disciples, all of a sudden, Jesus 

met them on the road.  

        “Greetings,” He said. They came close to 

him, took hold of His feet, and worshipped Him. 

“Do not be afraid,” He continued. “Go and tell 

my brothers to leave for Galilee. There they will 

see me.” 
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